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SOME EXAMPLES

Definition of gender-responsive

public procurement

GRPP is procurement that promotes gender equality 

through the goods, services or works being purchased. 

This means that buyers and suppliers examine the 

impact of all contracted activities on women’s and men’s 

needs, interests and concerns, and design and deliver 

contracts in a way that reduces inequalities. 

It does not necessarily entail higher costs, but does 

require knowledge and capacity.

Source: Gender responsive public procurement. EIGE, 2021



SOME EXAMPLES

Pre-tender stage

In a contract for cleaning services, a 

government department carries out a 

preliminary market consultation with cleaning 

companies and their staff in order to 

determine the scope for improving work–life 

balance for cleaners (e.g. cleaning could be 

carried out during the working day rather 

than in the evenings). 



SOME EXAMPLES

Defining the subject matter (description of 

the contract)

A contract for social housing considering the 

gender perspective.  

The architectural design will have to consider 

gender-related aspects (e.g. lighting,

safety, access to childcare and other 

amenities) within the contract.



SOME EXAMPLES

Exclusion grounds

Acording to the Spanish Public Sector

Contracts Act 2017, private companies who 

have 50 o more employees that do not have 

a gender equality plan are excluded from the 

tender. 



SOME EXAMPLES

Selection criteria

In a contract to provide equality advice to 

companies a selection criterion is included 

according to which companies must be 

approved as equal by Emakunde or meet the 

requirements that Emakunde demands for 

such approval.



SOME EXAMPLES

Award criteria

In a contract for commissioning a study on 

urban mobility an award criterion is included 

requiring the team conducting

the study to have specific expertise

in urbanism from a gender perspective. 



SOME EXAMPLES

Contract performance conditions

In a contract for police uniforms a contract 

performance conditions is included to ensure 

that the uniforms are suitable and comfortable 

for both women and men employees to wear. 



III Positive Action Plan for Women in the Basque 

Autonomous Community of 1999
Basque Government‘s Circular 1/2000 on 

measures to be adopted in public 

procurement for the application of the III 

Positive Action Plan. 
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ACTORS INVOLVED- MULTI STAKEHOLDER APPROACH



1. Legislation

4. Specific coordination body

3. Administrative Service Orders

5. Support materials

6. Awareness and training

7. Advice

8. Verification, monitoring and evaluation

2. GRPP in Equality Plans

KEY ELEMENTS



Law for equality between women 

and men and living free of violence 

against women

Law 3/2016 on the inclusion of certain 

social clauses in public procurement

LEGISLATION



GRPP IN EQUALITY PLANS



ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICE ORDERS



 Inter-institutional Commission for Equality (2005).

 Specific Working Group on equality in public procurement and 

subsidies (2011).

COORDINATION BODY



METHODOLOGICAL GUIDES

SUPPORT MATERIALS- CAPACITY BUILDING



VIDEOS

What does it mean to integrate a 

gender perspective in our 

products and services?

The impact of gender 

on the procurement of 

products and services

Berdinbide: a tool for 

promoting equality

SUPPORT MATERIALS

http://www.emakunde.euskadi.eus/contenidos/informacion/organizaciones_recursos/es_material/adjuntos/1.perspectiva.cas.mp4
http://www.emakunde.euskadi.eus/contenidos/informacion/organizaciones_recursos/es_material/adjuntos/2.impacto.cas.mp4
http://www.emakunde.euskadi.eus/contenidos/informacion/organizaciones_recursos/es_material/adjuntos/3.berdinbide.cas.mp4


SPECIALISED WEBSITE

SUPPORT MATERIALS

http://www.emakunde.euskadi.eus/politicas-publicas/-/informacion/clausulas-igualdad/#3255


Contracting officers Tendering companies

Gender equality officers

AWARENESS AND TRAINING



ADVICE

Emakunde and the equality units and services are 
responsible for advising on the application of 
clauses for the equality between women and men 
in public procurement.

A free support service is offered to public 
administrations and bidding companies by 
Emakunde in collaboration with the Basque Public 
University.



MONITORING

Contracting authorities are responsible for monitoring and 
enforcing the gender equality clauses. They must request 
information that justifies compliance with the equality 
clauses and verify that it is correct. 

In the event of non-compliance, they must report and, 
where appropriate, propose the initiation of the procedure 
for the imposition of penalties or termination of the 
contract. 



MONITORING

Basque Government’s service order (5/3/2019)

X.-MONITORING TABLE ON THE INCORPORATION OF SOCIAL 

SPECIFICATIONS INTO THE PUBLIC CONTRACT



RESULTS- QUANTITATIVE EVALUATION

Gender equality clauses in service public contracts (%)           



91% of procurement and gender 

equality staff feel that GRPP had 

positive effects on equality and the 

quality of public procurement. 

A remarkable progress have been made in 

recent years, the challenge now lies in 

strengthening the content and 

effectiveness of the gender clauses and, 

above all, improving their monitoring and 

evaluation.

RESULTS- QUALITATIVE EVALUATION



Inter-American Development Bank

European Good Practice 2016

BEST PRACTICE

EIGE’s guide on GRPP

Study case (2022)



 The matter in itself.  

 Comprehensive approach.

 Inter-institucional and 

coordinated approach.

 Colaborative approach.

Wide variety of support materials produced.

 The monitoring and evaluating system.

INNOVATIVE ASPECTS



COLLABORATION WITH EIGE

https://eige.europa.eu/gender-mainstreaming/toolkits/grpp?language_content_entity=en


COLLABORATION WITH URBACT PROYECT

https://urbact.eu/toolbox-home/introducing-gender-responsive-public-procurement-and-its-legal-framework-14


COLLABORATION WITH EUROPEAN COMMISSION 

https://commission.europa.eu/funding-tenders/tools-public-buyers/social-procurement_en
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