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The Belgian equality body
• competent at the federal level

• since 2014, also at the regional
level

- Assist victims of discrimination

- Policy advocacy

- Awareness raising

- Counseling and training

- Research and statistics



Unia assists victims of discrimination

On the grounds of:

• race and ethnicity 

• age  

• sexual orientation 

• religion or belief 

• disability  
• wealth (i.e. financial resources) 

• civil status 

• political beliefs 

• trade union membership 

• state of health 

• physical or genetic characteristics 

• birth  

• social background

Gender: separate institution

Language: no public body



Database for collecting individual reports

• Personal data ‘reporter’: name, gender

• No personal data on the possible perpetrator

• Domain (employment, goods & services, police & justice, …)

• Ground of discrimination

• Place of the facts

• Date of the facts

• Competent authorities

• Phenomenon: racism, antisemitism, homophobia, …

• Type of discrimination: direct, indirect, incitement to hatred, 
refusal of reasonable accomodation, …



Annual figures report on individual cases





Rise in age discrimination on the labour market?

• Employment: reports mostly on race/ethnicity

• Discrimination testing in 2012:  discrimination 
on the ground of age in the labour market is
under-reported

• Awareness-raising in 2016: large campaign to 
promote reporting discrimination on the ground
of age

• Conviction of a well-known kitchen company for 
age discrimination in 2016 





Rise in age discrimination on the labour market? 



Discrimination on the ground of sexual orientation?  

• 104 cases in 2016 (all domains)

• Nearly 7x less as race/ethnicity; nearly 5x less as 
disability

• Strong associations

• Training for police and public prosecutors

• Sensibility in data collection

• Is discrimination more covert?

• Collaboration with associations? 



Hate speech on the internet



Analysis of reports and cases 

• The iceberg effect

• Media effect

• Associations and civil
society

• Police

• Policy decisions

• …



Analysis of reports and cases 

Figures are a barometer of: 

- how well-known Unia is

- our work in the field

- our influence on policies

- jurisdiction on 
discrimination

- …




