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CONTEXT 
 

In 2010, Equinet – European Network of Equality Bodies is implementing a special initiative 
to enhance the role of equality bodies in relation to tackling discrimination faced by trans 
people and to support new policy and good practice initiatives for equality in this area. As 
part of this initiative Equinet is publishing an opinion on the rights of trans people based on 
the experiences and practices of equality bodies with the ambition to actively and usefully 
contribute to European policy making and the sharing of good practice approaches. 
 
The Equinet initiative further foresees a Round Table on Equality for Trans People. It will 
bring together selected equality bodies and other key stakeholders at the European level to 
share and discuss their respective roles in defending the rights of and promoting equality for 
trans people across Europe. The interactive meeting will also provide an opportunity to 
share and discuss the main findings and good practice approaches identified and 
suggested by the Equinet opinion on the rights of trans people. 

 
 

PARTICIPATION 
 

The Round Table meeting will host expert representatives from the following key stakeholders: 

 
• Representatives from selected equality bodies 
• European Commission 
• European Parliament 
• Council of Europe Commissioner for Human Rights 
• EU Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA) 
• European Institute for Gender Equality (EIGE) 
• TransGender Europe 
• ILGA-Europe 
• European Women’s Lobby 
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DRAFT AGENDA 
 

12.30 – 13.15 Arrival of participants and welcome networking 
(tea/coffee and sandwiches provided) 

 

13.15 – 13.30 Welcome and introduction 
 
� Welcome and objectives of the meeting 
� Introduction of participants 
� Short background of the Equinet Trans Initiative 

and its milestones so far 

 
 
Marije Cornelissen MEP 
 
Mandana Zarrehparvar, 
Chair of Equinet  

13.30 – 15.10 Practical steps for Equality Bodies to engage 
effectively with Trans People  

 
� Comments from the participants of the round table 

on the findings of the Equinet Trans Opinion 
� Sharing of successful national examples and their 

follow-up from Equinet members 
� Sharing of other (planned) projects in the field of 

making legislation work for trans communities 
� Discussion on the value of these measures and 

potential improvements / new tools 

 

 

Round Table 
discussions chaired by 
Mandana Zarrehparvar 

15.10 – 15.30 Coffee break   

15.30 – 17.00 Securing legal safeguards and making equality 
legislation work for trans people 

� Perspective of the participants of the round table 
on equality for trans people 

� Sharing of (planned) projects in the field of making 
legislation work for trans people and their 
organizations 

� Discussion on the role of equality bodies and 
possible synergies between equality bodies and 
other stakeholders in responding effectively to 
trans people’s needs 

 

 

Round Table 
discussions chaired by 
Niall Crowley Equinet 
Board Advisor  

17.00 – 17.15  Closing the Roundtable meeting and concluding 
remarks 

Marije Cornelissen MEP 

Mandana Zarrehparvar 
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